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Improved Exploration

 Focus area for research and technology development 

within FORCE. 

 The goal is to stimulate experience exchange and 

competence building to achieve more oil and gas 

discoveries on the NCS.

 The work is organized through: Technical Committee, 

Network groups and Project groups.

 We have a strong desire to encourage and support 

research projects



Who we are

 Geophysical Methods Network -
Chairman: Tim Austin, ConocoPhillips

 Sedimentology and Stratigraphy

Network – Vice Chairman: Atle Folkestad, 

Statoil

 Structural Geology Network - Chairman:

Sidsel Kruse Lindsø, Suncor



Improved Exploration - Projects

Active projects

 LoCrA

 Safari 3

 Late Triassic Palynostratigraphy Barents Sea

 Carboniferous Biostratigraphy Barents Sea

 Sub-Basalt

New projects (2015)

 NORSALT (proposed)

 Qemscan UIS (proposed)

 Cretaceous Stratigraphy, Force (initiated)



Are you planning a project?



Improved Exploration TC  - project idea list/page

 Force TC Improved Exploration work for an informal project brain

storming page

 Ideas discussed in the TC and the network groups

TC work for good project proposals

• Joining Forces follow up

• Encourage network groups to come with project proposals

• Realize at least one project during the year (spreadsheet)

• Realize project idea list/page 

• Receive feedback from companies on NCS research interests

Special emphasis on project proposals in 2016



Important factors ? 
for the industry to join (and to propose) research projects
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Conclusion

Realized = FORCE Project Group (JIP)

Not sufficient interest

GA

TC+  = TC and Network joint meeting

MC+  = TC and MC joint meeting

Check interest with
FORCE members

Need project proposals before the summer 

• Important for companies to have time for 

budget allocation to projects.

• Each company has its own process.

 Focused scope of work

 Area of interest

 Project timeframe 

 Total and yearly cost 

 Please contact FORCE 

TC or network groups 

to discuss project ideas



Confidential survey of company’s

‘research’ interests: ‘What and where’?

09.02.2016 9

Basin/Area Name Ranking (Top 

four, ranked 

1,2,3 and 4)

Sedimentology 

and 

Paleogeography

Provenance Diagenesis/ 

Reservoir 

quality

Carbonates Structure: 

inversion, 

faulting, salt

Biostratigraphy Geopressure-

Geomechanics

Seismic 

interpretation

Geophysical 

methods: AVO, 

CSEM, IP 

North Barents: 

Bjarmeland and 

Finnmark Platforms: 

West Margin Barents

Jan Mayen 1 1 2
Lofoten margins: 

Troms II-Lofoten-

Nordland VII, VI

Vøring Basin: 

Trøndelag Platform 2 2 1
Halten- Dønna 

Terrace

Møre Basin and 

Møre margin

North Viking Graben: 

South Viking Graben: 

Stord Basin 4 1 1
Central Graben

Norwegian-Danish  

and Egersund Basin 3 2 1

* Note this sheet is simplified



Areas
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Shelf is split in to 14 

geographical areas


